Populations:  Migration and Aging

Juha Alho

University of Eastern Finland

Abstract

Population age-structure does not, by itself, determine other aspects of social change. Yet, demographic change can make some alternative paths of development more likely than others. I will discuss how this manifests itself as regards population aging in Europe. 

For reasons that are not fully understood, the increase in longevity has not been adequately expressed in population forecasts. Using a historical example from Sweden, I note that this has not been merely a question of inadequate statistical models. In fact, while progress has been made, similar problems arise in the use of recently proposed models. This is caused by the possibility of modeling error. I illustrate the problem in the context of the so-called life expectancy adjustment of pensions.  - Age-dependent demand and supply of skilled labor, and inheritance, are two other examples of social problems that I will illustrate. 

The possibilities of alleviating the effects of aging via immigration are not fully clear. For example, the details depend on the age-structure of the in-migrants.  Young in-migrants can substantially mitigate the problematic effect of the sub-replacement level fertility that all European countries currently experience, but at the same time, such selectivity runs counter to humanitarian principles.  At the same time, allowance for a higher level of in-migration from (e.g. the countries of Northern Africa) might be helpful for the social development of these sending countries.
